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MESSAGE FROM THE CHIEF
As so often happens, there is good news and bad news regarding
the crime rate. When we look at our year-end crime statistics, we
see that our crime numbers have increased for the first time in
several years. The overall crime rate from 2013 to 2014 has
increased 6.3%. The good news is that rapes, robberies, and
burglaries are down significantly countywide. In fact, even with
the overall increase, Montgomery County has experienced its
second-lowest crime rate in the past 10 years.
One of the most notable increases is the number of homicides.
While these incidents increased over 100%, the total number of
homicides is less than 20, which is very low for a jurisdiction of
our size. We conducted an in-depth analysis of the homicides,
and as has historically been the case, most of our homicides
involved either family members or acquaintances. In addition, all
but one of the cases has been solved.
The other increase to our crime numbers is the category of aggravated assaults. Nearly half
of them, 46%, were assaults involving spouses or other family members. We believe that a
portion of this increase is a result of the emphasis regarding our outreach and awareness
efforts that we have made toward the victims and issues surrounding domestic violence.
The crime of larceny has increased as well. Thefts from autos continue to be the most
prevalent crime in Montgomery County. In fact, 38% of the larcenies reported in
Montgomery County were from residents’ vehicles. Unlocked vehicles continue to be easy
targets for opportunistic thieves.
Our Public Safety Call Center (PSCC) handled over 823,000 calls for police service during
2014. This was a 3.7% increase over the previous year, an average of 2,255 calls per day.
The following is a comprehensive report on crime in Montgomery County for the year
2014. The dedicated men and women of the Montgomery County Police Department
remain committed to preventing crime and keeping every neighborhood safe. We continue
to conduct detailed crime analysis to address issues when and where they occur. Our best
crime-fighting efforts always involve input and participation from the community. I
encourage everyone to review the crime report for your police district and contact your
District Commander with any questions or concerns.

http://www.mymcpnews.com
https://twitter.com/mcpnews
https://www.facebook.com/mcpnews
Montgomery County Police Department
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YEAR-END CRIME STATISTICS, 2013/2014 COMPARISON
The
Montgomery
County
Police
Department reports crime under the
Federal Bureau of Investigation’s (FBI)
Uniform Crime Reporting (UCR) program,
which collects data in order to measure the
level and scope of crime occurring
throughout the nation. The Part I offenses
include those that are most serious:
homicide, rape, robbery, aggravated
assault, burglary, larceny, and auto theft.
Part I offenses increased by just over 1,800
offenses, or 10.6%1.
Part II offenses are generally less serious
and include the categories of simple assault,
disorderly conduct, driving under the
influence, drug offenses, embezzlement,
and more. There were approximately 1,200
more Part II offenses reported in 2014, a
4.1% increase.
Despite the overall increase, the incidence
of crime in Montgomery County is the
second-lowest rate that the county has
experienced in the last decade. The total
number of offenses in 2014 was 24.5%
lower than 2010, and 23.9% lower than in
2005. Furthermore, the crime rate per
capita remains very low: 5,046 crimes for
every 100,000 people. The fact is that
Montgomery County is a very safe
community.

1

Crime statistics from the Montgomery County Records Management System as of January 23, 2015. Unfounded incidents are
not included.
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PART I OFFENSES: SUMMARY OF TRENDS
Homicides
The County also saw a return to pre-2013 homicide rates, with a total of 19 in 2014, a
significant change over 2013, but in line with the 10-year average of 16.1 homicides per
year. The Police Department has closed 18 of the 19 homicides. One homicide case remains
under investigation.
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Additionally, the Department investigated the following cases in 2014:
 117 suicides
 25 heroin overdose fatalities
 36 traffic-related deaths

Robberies
This map shows where robberies occurred
throughout the County in 2014.
The Police Department’s staffing and
deployment methods have helped reduce
the number of robberies throughout the
county, and the Department has noticed a
significant decrease in the number of
robberies since this category peaked at
nearly 1,200 in 2006, a 55% reduction in
almost a decade.
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Aggravated Assaults
The increase in Part I offenses was driven primarily by an increase in aggravated assaults
(380 more victims in 2014 than 2013) and in larcenies (1,709 more in 2014). Each Part I
offense category may consist of multiple categories that further describe the offense.

ASSAULT
2014

AGGRAVATED
TREND, 2005 -

The offense of assault is further classified by the relationship between the suspect and the
victim (i.e., citizen, police officer, spouse/partner, elderly, other domestic relationship).
Analysis of this data reveals that the number of spouse/partner victims increased by more
than 271% in 2014. Assaults against spouses and partners make up 46% of the total
aggravated assaults recorded in 2014. Furthermore, incidents classified as domestic
violence include persons who reside together, regardless of their relationship.
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While the number of aggravated assaults has increased, this can partially be attributed to
the State of Maryland reinterpreting the UCR classification rules. The act of “choking
without resulting injuries” was previously classified as a minor assault (a Part II offense),
but was reclassified as an aggravated assault at the end of 2013. If you compare the total
number of aggravated assaults and minor assaults that occurred in 2013 and 2014, the
numbers are comparable (4,084 v 4,117 respectively), and there has only been a .8%
increase in the total number of assaults. The rule change, however, caused a shift of
approximately 8% of the minor assaults to aggravated assaults. It should be noted that
2013 crime numbers had reached a record low for the decade.

Larcenies
Larceny increased 14.4% in 2014, or more than
1,700 cases. Nearly 38% of the larcenies that
occurred in Montgomery County were from
residents’ vehicles

The chart below includes some steps that residents can take to reduce the risk of becoming
a victim of theft.
 Never leave your items unattended.
 Always lock your car.
 Keep your vehicle windows completely
closed when parked.
 Always lock your bike.
 Always lock your house/apartment.
 Remove valuables from plain view.
 Don’t leave valuables in your vehicle.
 Don’t allow others access to your keys.
 Don’t loan your property to others you
don’t know and trust.

Montgomery County Police Department
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TRAFFIC OFFENSE SUMMARY
Ensuring the safety of drivers, passengers, and pedestrians remains a top priority of both
the Department and the County Executive. In 2014, there were 32 fatal collisions resulting
in 36 deaths. Nine of those collisions involved pedestrians, six involved motorcycles, and
one involved a bicycle. In 2014, the Department’s Traffic Division conducted an aggressive
Pedestrian Safety Program and the Commercial Vehicle Unit administered nearly 500
inspections. The Montgomery County Police Department worked collaboratively with the
Maryland State Police and surrounding municipalities on multiple enforcement campaigns
and initiatives, including Click It or Ticket, Drive Sober or Get Pulled Over, and Smooth
Operator. The Holiday Task Force was also in effect, making contact with more than 3,200
drivers, issuing 3,100 citations, and making over 350 DUI and criminal arrests.

PART II OFFENSE SUMMARY
The increase in Part II offenses may be explained by looking specifically at the category, All
Other Part II Noncriminal. The category of All Other Part II Noncriminal records police
activity for incidents such as sudden deaths, missing persons, lost and/or recovered
property, animal offenses, and mental-health transports among others. Analysis of this
category reveals that there were several classifications that caused the overall 14.9%
increase in this category:





Lost property calls increased 42.7%
Missing persons increased 30.3%
Natural deaths increased nearly 20%
Mental health transports rose 14.6%

There were also moderate changes in the Vandalism category (+6.7%) and the All Other
Part II Criminal category (+6.4%). All Other Part II Criminal includes offenses such as, but
not limited to, forgery, bad checks, embezzlement, prostitution, indecent exposure,
gambling, suicide, loitering, panhandling, and fugitive from justice. The increase in the All
Other Criminal category was driven by these four offenses specifically:
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Financial crimes, such as identity theft, credit card fraud, bank account fraud, and scams
are some of the fastest growing crimes in the nation. The following steps are some
precautions that may be taken to reduce the risk of becoming a victim of these types of
crimes.

 Manage your personal information wisely and avoid disclosure unless
absolutely necessary. Remember that your Social Security number is
the key to obtaining your credit report and other confidential
information. Disclose only when absolutely necessary.
 Keep personal information in a secure place at home. Shred all
documents containing identifying data.
 Limit the number of credit and debit cards in your purse or wallet.
Never carry documents such as social security cards or birth
certificates with you.
 Never disclose personal information in response to a telephone call or
an e-mail. Legitimate business that you transact with is never likely to
ask for this information. If you are instructed to click on a link
contained in an e-mail asking for personal information, visit the
organization’s web site instead. Criminals will sometime create
authentic looking false web sites for businesses you are already
familiar with in order to obtain your information.
 Shield your hand when entering your PIN number at bank ATMs or
point of sale terminals. Always take receipts with you and shred them.
 Never have check orders delivered to your home. Instead, pick them
up at the bank yourself. In addition, never print your driver license or
social security number on your checks or allow anyone to write this
information on your checks.
 Order a copy of your credit report from one of the three major credit
reporting agencies every 3 months. Check each report carefully for
signs of unusual activity. The Fair Credit Reporting Act (FCRA)
requires each one of these agencies to provide you with a free copy of
your credit report once every 12 months. Call toll free 877-322-8228
or visit https://www.annualcreditreport.com/index.action
 Always place payments in a postal service box or arrange for them to
be paid via the Internet. Never place outgoing payments in the mailbox
in front of your home. For more information on precautions to take or
what to do if you think you have become a victim, visit the Federal
Trade Commission’s website.

Montgomery County Police Department
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DISTRICT STATION ANALYSIS
The Montgomery County Police Department provides patrol services from six district
stations: Rockville (1D), Bethesda (2D), Silver Spring (3D), Wheaton (4D), Germantown
(5D), and Gaithersburg (6D). Each of the districts varies significantly in size, density, and
demographics, and each has its own challenges with crime. Geographic and demographic
factors specific to each district must be considered comprehensively, in order to make an
accurate and complete assessment of crime in that area. An analysis of crime data in each
district was conducted and is reported below. Overall, the districts’ statistics reflected the
trends identified in the introduction.

PART I & II OFFENSES BY DISTRICT
Total = 51,231
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1st District – Rockville (149.89 sq. mi)
Population: 149,118
2014 Calls for Service: 31,710
Crime Rate per capita: 4559.5/100,000

1st District Station Commander
Captain James Fenner
100 Edison Park Drive
Gaithersburg, MD 20878
240-773- 6070
1DCommander@montgomerycountymd.gov

2014 Total Crime in 1D

Despite the increase in aggravated assaults, the 1st District had an overall decrease in both Part I and Part
II offenses. Of significance, robberies, burglaries, and auto thefts all decreased.

Montgomery County Police Department
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2nd District – Bethesda (56.27 sq. mi)
Population: 182,883
2014 Calls for Service: 32,777
Crime Rate per capita: 4012.4/100,000

2nd District Station Commander
Captain David Falcinelli
7359 Wisconsin Avenue
Bethesda, MD 20814
240-773-6700
2DCommander@montgomerycountymd.gov

2014 Total Crime in 2D

In 2014, the 2nd District added the District Community Action Team and Petty Crimes Unit to saturate
problem areas and provide a visible presence to deter and investigate crimes. One of the most important
elements of any successful police agency is to work collaboratively with the residents that it serves. In
2014, many of the district’s theft from autos and burglaries were solved because an alert resident called
the police immediately which allowed officers to respond in a timely fashion and make an
arrest. Working together in cooperation is paramount to the Department’s future success.
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3rd District – Silver Spring (31.9 sq. mi)
Population: 152,991
2014 Calls for Service: 40,684
Crime Rate per capita: 7388.0/100,000

3rd District Station Commander
Captain Marcus Jones
1002 Milestone Drive
Silver Spring, MD 20904
240-773-6800
3DCommander@montgomerycountymd.gov

2014 Total Crime in 3D

The 3rd District, which is the most densely populated area in the county, recorded 11,303 total Part I and
Part II offenses. The most serious Part I offenses showed a large reduction. This district saw the smallest
increase in aggravated assaults, but experienced a modest increase in burglary and larceny, which
accounted for the 7% increase in the total number of Part I offenses.
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4th District – Wheaton (82.83 sq. mi)
Population: 208,263
2014 Calls for Service: 39,117
Crime Rate per capita: 4645.7/100,000

4th District Station Commander
Captain Laura Lanham
2300 Randolph Road
Wheaton, MD 20902
240-773-5500
4DCommander@montgomerycountymd.gov

2014 Total Crime in 4D

The 4th District contains the largest population within the county and had an increase in total Part I and
Part II offenses, adding 571 more offenses, or 6.3%. This increase can be explained by 230 more
aggravated assaults and 2,382 larcenies. The 4th District also experienced increases in the number of
rapes and homicides. In the Part II offenses, the 4th District saw moderate increases in disorderly conduct
(37.2%) and drug-related offenses (9.7%). The implementation of the District Community Action Team
has resulted in more effective means to address crime trends and quality of life issues in the district.
Montgomery County Police Department
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5th District – Germantown (143.13 sq. mi)
Population: 131,391
2014 Calls for Service: 24,287
Crime Rate per capita: 4662.4/100,000

5th District Station Commander
Captain David Gillespie
20000 Aircraft Drive
Germantown, MD 20874
240-773-6200
5DCommander@montgomerycountymd.gov

2014 Total Crime in 5D

In the 5th District, the increase in Part I offenses (13.0%) was primarily a result of more aggravated
assaults and larcenies. The largest reductions in Part I offenses were the crimes of robbery (22.5%) and
auto theft (29.1%). The lesser Part II offenses make up 66.7% of the overall crime in the 5th District. The
implementation of the District Community Action Team has resulted in an increase in drug-related
arrests, which contributed to the increase in those offenses.
Montgomery County Police Department
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6th District – Gaithersburg (40.57 sq. mi)
Population: 147,486
2014 Calls for Service: 33,236
Crime Rate per capita: 5637.82/100,000

6th District Station Commander
Captain Willie Parker-Loan
45 West Watkins Mill Road
Gaithersburg, MD 20878
240-773-5700
6DCommander@montgomerycountymd.gov

2014 Total Crime in 6D

The 6th District had an overall 2.1% increase in total crime. Part I crimes increased by 4.0% and Part II
crimes increased by 1.1%. Homicides, aggravated assaults, and larcenies accounted for the increase in
Part I offenses.
Montgomery County Police Department
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